Each passing year brings with it a change. A handing down of the mantel. So here we are, with a new vision and a new look.
support for education, repair of roads and bridges, and other critical expenditures. And the private sector is also under duress. A rapid increase in the cost of employment-based health insurance is the major reason why the wages of the average worker have been relatively stagnant for three decades. To understand the differences between the present environment for biomedical innovations and a value-conscious one requires thinking of three effects of every innovation: its effect on the quality of care (including reductions in mortality and morbidity rates, relief of pain, and improvement of other types of care that patients desire), its effect on the cost of care (the resources used to develop it and provide it to patients, relative to those used for current practice), and its effect on the value of care (changes in quality relative to changes in cost).
Until now, most biomedical innovations have been evaluated (if at all) only in terms of their effect on the quality of care. Cost is usually ignored, which means that value is ignored as well. There have been a few key innovations that increase quality of care and decrease the cost of care, resulting in unambiguously positive value; examples are antibiotics and diuretics. Most innovations, however, increase both quality of care and costs. Their effect on value depends on the relative sizes of these increases. In a value-conscious environment, some of the most popular innovations would meet a reasonable value standard, but many probably would not. An additional important result of a value-conscious environment would be the encouragement of innovations whose main effect is to substantially decrease cost while holding quality constant or reducing it only slightly. Such innovations are common in other industries but rare in medicine. If some of the resources devoted to marginal advances in the quality of care were reallocated to the development of innovations that reduced the cost of care, the problem of paying for highvalue advances in quality for the entire population would be much easier to address. There is still need for health care reform that will slow the rate of growth of expenditures. Regardless of whether that reform involves a much larger role for government or is more market oriented, a shift in emphasis toward more value-conscious innovations is necessary and perhaps inevitable. The one unique aspect of this conference which projected it on a higher plane was the presence of key-note speeches by eminent speakers from the field and its auxiliaries.
Day 1-
The day started with the grand inauguration presided over by Dr. Emilio Gomez-Gonzalez, Director, The event then moved onto the presentation of the first set of papers (15) spread over 3 sessions.
The papers illustrated new algorithms in eye-image segmentation and identification of microaneurysms.
Day 2-
The day kicked off with the inspirational talk of Dr. Sushil Chandra, DRDO, New Delhi. He covered various aspects of cognitive ability enhancement studies in military and rehabilitation medicine. He also gave a good idea on the research capabilities of DRDO and ways for the student community to contribute to it. This was followed by presentation of papers related to Bio-signal processing which covered various issues ranging from fetal monitoring to driverstress related alarms. The next session was marked by the talk of Dr. Vasudevan, Chennai on the history of Electro-encephalography and its domestic applications. This was followed by another round of paper presentation.
Post lunch, there was a trip to Mahabalipuram and the World Heritage Sites which the Chief
Guest, staff and students enjoyed immensely. Dr.Emilio was awe-struck at the architectural wonders and took a lot of pictures as photography was one of his pastimes.
Later at night, there was a conference dinner at Hotel Sabari International which was a great platform for the students to interact with the distinguished guests in an informal manner. We had the opportunity to be up and personal with the guests. There was a small Cultural program before the dinner which showcased our country's tradition and culture to the international guests. The guests enjoyed the show and the food that followed it. Dr. Sushil Chandra was so enthusiastic that he obliged to the students' request to interact with him overnight at his guest house.
Day 3-
Another slew of presentations were made on the final day that covered Instrumentation and imagemasking concepts. The first session also included a talk by Dr. G. Kumaramanickavel, Professor
Emeritus, Bengaluru on "Travelling in the highway of Genetics". His talk took us on a heady journey on that highway and also answered many queries on genetic diseases and their treatment.
Post lunch, there was a talk on "Lasers in
Ophthalmology" by Dr. B. Ganesh, Ophthalmologist, Ramachandra University. He gave us a doctor's point of view on the cutting-edge technology and even gave us ideas related to the further development of the technology.
This was followed by the valedictory function which was presided by our HOD. The certificates were presented to the participants and 15 papers were short-listed for publication in the conference journal. The guest then talked about this wonderful experience and the conference ended with the vote of thanks proposed by Dr. V. Mahesh.
Thus ended the 3 days of high quality learning and proved to be a great swig of water to quench our thirst for knowledge.
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Thus ended the 3 days of high quality learning and proved to be a great swig of water to quench our thirst for knowledge. A guest lecture on "Electrical Nerve Stimulation and Biofeedback" was delivered by Dr. Bhuvaneshwari Rajendran, Consultant Physician and Neurophysiologist, Global Hospitals, Chennai. The lecture was arranged by Mr. R. Sivaramakrishnan, Asst. Professor, BME and students from third and final year were benefited from this talk.
F FA AC CU UL LT TY Y A AC CH HI IE EV VE EM ME EN NT TS S
Mr.Supraneni krishan Mohan, Ph.D student public viva voce was held at Saveetha Medical college and he successfully completed his Ph.D degree under the guidance of Dr.Mallika Jainu, AP/BME.
Dr.Guruprakash attended one day COMSOL multiphysics education seminar held at Hotel Crescent Park, Nungambakkam.
Dr.Guruprakash gave an invited talk on "A changing paradigm: monofunctional to multifunctional biomaterial implants " at the Department of Mechanical Engineering, SSN College of Engineering. Service to mankind is service to God,they say. The NSS unit of SSNCE follows it to the dot. At very regular intervals,they arrange for camps in different villages in Tamilnadu and the student volunteers actively offer their service for the development of those places.This time,about 20 students from the department attended the one week NSS camp at Eechangadu and were involved in the renovation of school buildings, conducting surveys and other social works.
S ST TU UD DE EN NT T A AC CT TI IV VI IT TI IE ES S
SSN NSS
Anjana Vencatesan from Final year took part in the SSN Speaker Contest 2k13 conducted by the English Literary Club on 26 th and 27 th February, 2013 which comprised of Group discussion, Debate and Extempore speech and she raised her voice till the finals round. 
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